ſesus CHRIST Gor and MAan=—and the 
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the Believing World, aſſerted and proved: 
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PHIL. ii. 655. 

| Who being in the Form of God, thought 
it not Robbery to be equal with God; 

but made himſelf of no Reputation, 


and took upon him the Form of a 
Servant. 


E cannot, dearly-beloved Brethren 
Eel and Fathers, but expect that the 
myſterious Doctrine of Salvation 
by the Incarnation of the eternal 
| Son of God, ſhould be diſbelieved by the 
whole Body of Deiſts, ſince they deny the 
divine Infpiration of the Old and New Te/ta- 
nent, in which alone, through the tender 
Mercy of God, this Doctrine is revealed. 
| But is it not greatly ſurprizing to hear thoſe 
| who call themſelves Chriſtians; who ac- 
| knowledge the divine Inſpiration of both 
| theſe ſacred Books, publickly declaring their 
| Infidelity with regard to this awful and im- 
portant Point; fince in the Old Teſtament 
this Incarnation, and all things relating to 
| the Salvation which the Son of God was to 
effect thereby, are not only foretold and 
promiſed by many wonder-working Pro- 
| phets, by whom he ſpoke at ſundry Times 

; A 2 and 


Ee] 


and in diverſe Manners, from the earlje4 
Times: But alſo are in the moſt lively Man- 
ner deſcribed and typified by many coſtly 
Rites and ſignificant Actions, for the more 
honourable Introduction of him into the 
World, when he was to make his Appear. 


ance in it; and to remove the Objection; | 


which might be made againſt him on Ac. 
count of his Poverty, and mean State and 
Condition of Life: And fince in the N 
Te/lament theſe Chriſtians, if I may call them 
ſo, are aſſured by the Writers thereof, who 
| ſpoke and wrote by the fame Spirit which 
thoſe of the Old did, that this foretold In. 
carnation of the Son of God, and all things 
relating to it, were actually fulfilled in Jeſus: 
That he was in the Beginning with God, 


and was God—That. all things were made 


by him and for him, and that without him 
nothing was made that was made, 1 Ji. 
3.— That he was made Fleſh and dwelt a- 
mong us That all thoſe wonderful Works 
which were foretold in the Old Teſlament he 
ſhould perform for Proof of his divine Mil- 
ſion, were really done by him; and that 
they themſelves were Eye-Witneſſes of them; 
 whoalfo by Power derived from him wrought 
as great, nay greater Miracles than he did, 
as additional Proofs of it, viz. by ſpeaking 
with Tongues given them by his Spirit; and 


by the ſpeedy and extenſive Converſion of 


the Gentiles by their preaching his Goſpel, 


Fan 
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John xiv. 12. But, alas! that there have 
been ſuch Chriſtians as theſe from the Times 
of the firſt publiſhing it by the Apoſtles, or 
ſoon after, is certain. For as to the Huma- 
nity of the incarnate Jeſus ; that there was 
1 Set of Hereticks about that Time who 
denied it, we are told by Epiphanius and 
Trengus *, who aſſerted that he had no 
human Body, but only the Appearance of 
ſuch: For which Reaſon they were called 
carrag g ι It may ſeem ſtrange to any 
one who is ignorant of the Hiſtory of the 
Chriſtian Church in the moſt early Age of 
it, that St. 7%n ſhould make it the diſtin- 
guiſhing Mark of a Chriſtian to believe the 
Humanity of Jeſus—that he is come in the 
Fleſh, 1 70% iv. 2. when his moſt incenſed 
Enemies believed this, and derided and per- 
ſecuted Chriſtians for believing and aſſerting 
that he was More than Man. But when he 
knows this Part of the aforeſaid Hiſtory, and 
that one great Reaſon of the Apoſtle's writ- 
ng his Goſpel and Epiſtles, was to ſuppreſs 
and root out the Hereſy of Sin Magus in 
all its Branches, this Wonder will ceaſe. 


As to the Divinity of the incarnate Jeſus ; 
this, it is well known, was denied by Ce- 
rinthus 


* Vide varias hypotheſes Simonis Magi, Saturnili, 
Baſilidis & aliorum apud Epiphanium, in cap. de Deo 
& Chriſto.— Apud Irenæum in cap. de Chriſto, p. 116. 
Baſil Edit. 
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[6] 
rinthus and other Hereticks before the Death 
of St. John. And our own Times afford us 


deplorable Proofs of Infidelity with Regard 


to this fundamental Article of the Chriſtian 
Faith, in the Ar:ans and Socinians, and other 
Unbelievers, which abound in them: Many 
of whom have been celebrated for their great 
Parts and Knowledge in human Learning, 

But we, my Brethren, who are Ambaſladors 
of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſterics of 
his Kingdom, know that the Wiſdom of 
this World is Fooliſhneſs with God.—0Oh! 
may he grant that as we know this, ſo we 


may abhor and renounce its ſinful Principles, 


Faſhions and Practices, as he did: That we 
may walk as he did, and be adorned with 
all thoſe Graces which ſo marvellouſly ſhone 
out in him. May his Humility, his Meck- 


neſs, his Temperance, his Patience, his Hea- 


venly Mindedneſs, his Devotion, his univerſal 
Love to the Bodies and Souls of Men, and 
all other Chriſtian Graces, not only be 
preached 1n our Sermons, but alſo in our 
Lives and Examples. How otherwiſe {hall 
we be ſucceſsful Preachers of his Goſpel! 

How thall we win Souls to God, and by our 
Office and Miniſtry carry bim in Triumpb, 
as his Heavenly Hoſt did when he appear 
in Glory, before his Incarnation *, over the 

Face of the whole Earth? - But to return. 


* 
N. (Ve 


* Fzxck. i. 15, 19, 20. 
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| Notwithſtanding the Prophaneneſs and 
| 1nfidelity of worldly Wiſdom, this Wiſdom 
of God is a Myſtery, God manifeſted in the 
| Fleſh, is the Foundation of the whole Chri- 


lan Religion, —If this Doctrine be true, that 


zs true: If falſe, that is falſe alſo. For the 
Proof of this, I propoſe to uſe the following 
Method in ſpeaking to the Words which I 
E have read to you: 


b Firſ, I ſhall endeavour to prove briefly 
© from them, That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 


| Secondly, That it is neceſſary that he ſhould 
be ſo, on Chriſtian Principles, for the pur- 
chaſing and effecting the Salvation of the be- 
liering World. 


With Regard to the Divinity of our Lord; 
this may be proved from the former Part of 
theſe Words: In which we are told, that he 
is in the Form of God. By which Words 
is ſignified either the Eſſence or Likeneſs of 
| God. From either Signification of which 


W Word it appears that he is truly and properly 


| God. For if thereby is meant Eſſence, then 
| What is here aſſerted is evident: Since no e- 
ing can be in the Eſſence of God but God 

| alone, And that the Word is to be taken 
in this Senſe is, I think, manifeſt from the 
| Words immediately following them : In 
| which 


(3] 

which we are told, that he thought it not 
Robbery to be equal with God, For had he 
not been God, in the proper and ſtrict Senſe 
of the Word, it would ſurely have been the 
greateſt Robbery of God's Honour and Glory 
to have made himſelf equal to him. But if 
it be thought that by the Word Form i; 
meant Likeneſs, then an eſſential Likenek is 
Ggnified by it: And the ſame thing is aſſerted 
in this Place which we are taught Heb. i. 3. 
viz. That the Lord Jeſus is the Brightneſs 
of his Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image 
of his Perſon ; 1. e. the eſſential Image of it, 
This appears from the Words immediately 
following, in which we are told, That he 
upholdeth all things by the Word of his 
Power: Pretervation being a manifeſt Proof 
of Divinity. 


And as it is evident from the Words read 
unto you, that the Lord Jeſus is God, ſo al- 
fo it is that he was Man. Becauſe he 1s in 
the latter Part of them ſaid to have taken up- 
on himſelf the Form of a Servant. By which 
Word Form is ſigniſied, as in the former 
Part of them, either Eſſence or Likeneſs : If 
Eſſence, then it is manifeſt that he was Man 
in the proper Senſe of the Word, for the 
Reaſon abovementioned : If Likeneſs, then 
an eſſential Likeneſs is hereby ſignified, and 
the Word is to be taken in the ſame Sende 
it is uſed Gen. v. 3. where we rap OE 


[9] 


Adam begat a Son in his own Likeneſs : For 

if Seth, the Son of Adam, had not been be- 
rotten in the eſſential Likeneſs of his Father, 
he had not been a Man.—It is manifeſt there- 
fore that our Lord Jeſus was truly and pro- 
petly Man, Was Man did I fay ? Should I 
not rather ſay that he now is Man? But O! 
how much changed, to the everlaſting Com- 
| fort of Believers in him, from what he was 
when he tabernacled among us, when he 
was a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with 
| Grief, when we hid our Faces from him. 
dee him ſurrounded with the Brightneſs of 
the divine Glory, at the Right-Hand of the 
Majeſty on high: His Head and his Hair 
white as Wool, his Eyes like unto a Flame 
of Fire, his Feet like unto fine Braſs, and 
his Countenance ſhining as the Sun in his 
Strength. Angels and Arch-Angels, Thrones 
and Dominions covering their Faces before 
him, and in the moſt awful Manner ador- 
ing him *: See him there pleading the all- 
waling Merits of his active and paſſive O- 
bedience, in Behalf of all believing Sinners, 
nterceding with God for the Application of 
them, and offering up all their Prayers for 
Acceptance. Thus evident it is from m 
Text, that our Lord Jeſus is God and Man. 


The Neceſſity of his being ſo, on Chriſtian 
Principles, for the effecting the Salvation of 
Wl B e he 


* Rev. i. 13. 
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the beheving World : will, I conceive, ap- 
pear if 1 can prove the two following things 
which I ſhall attempt to do. 


1//, That it was neceſſary upon the afore. 
ſaid Principles, that, he ſhould execute the 
three-fold Office of the Meſſiah for that 
Purpoſe, ws 


2dly, That he ſhould be God and Man 
for the ſucceſsful Diſcharge of this Office. 


As to the Neceſſity of our Lord's perform- 
ing the three- fold Office of the Meſſiah, for 
the effecting the aforeſaid Salvation, this may 
be proved from the Nature of it, which 
welt known to fignify theſe two things: 


1. A Deliverance of Believers from that 
deplorable State of temporal, ſpiritual, and 
eternal Death, into which they were brought 
by the Sin of their firſt Parents, and the 
Breach of the firſt Covenant: And the bring- 
ing them into a State of Obedience to God 
and his divine Laws. i 


2. A Tranſlation of them into a State of 
eternal Happineſs in Heaven. 


| This being the Nature of the Salvation of 
the Lord Jeſus, from hence we may {ec the 
Neceſſity 


1 TTX 5 
855 Neceſſity of his executing the three-fold Of- 
fce of the Meſſiah for the effecting it. For, 


1. Salvation, as it ſignifies a Deliverance 
| of Believers from the Power over Sin, neither 
could nor can poſſibly be effected without 
making known the Nature of God and his 
L divine Will, and how this Power is to be 
| cained : And therefore it is neceffary that he 
| ſhould execute the prophetical Office of the 
Meſſiah for this Purpoſe. 


m- 
for 2. Salvation, as it ſignifies a Deliverance 
nay | of Believers from the Guilt and Puniſhment 
1's cf Sin, could not, on the ſame Principles, 

be poſſibly obtained but by an expiatory Sa- 

| criice, whereby it might be pardoned, and 
that WW divine Juſtice ſatisfied, without any Blemiſh = 
and A caſt on that Attribute: And therefore it was 
ght veceſſary that our Lord ſhould execute the 
the . Preſtiy Office of the Meſſiah for the Re- 
ing- moval of this Guilt and Puniſhment. 
50d wn 

3. Salvation, as it ſignifies a Deliverance 

of Believers from the Power of Sin, by the 
: of Communication of divine Grace As it ſig- 

ines a Deliverance of their Bodies from the 

Power of the Grave Of their Souls and Bo- 
n of des from eternal Torments, and a Tranfla- 
tne ton of them into the Regions of cternal Blits 
flity ad Glory; cannot be effected without infi- 


B 2 nite 


[12] 
nite Power; and therefore it is neceſſary that 
our Lord ſhould execute the kingly Office 


of the Meſſiah, and have all Power in He. 
ven and Earth committed to him. 


Secondly, As to the Neceſſity of our Lords 
being God and Man for the ſucceſ*fu] Dif. 
Charge of theſe three Offices of the Mefiiah, 
for the Salvation of the believing World, 
which is the next thing I propoſed to prove; 
this will appear from a particular View and 
Conſideration of them, and the Manner in 

which they were to be exerciſed. 


By his prophetical Office he was to teach 
the Church of God the divine Nature and 
Will; the right Way of- worſhipping and | 
ſerving him; and what that Salvation 1s 
which he was to purchaſe and effect. 


As to the Manner of his executing thi 
Office, this was two-fold, viz. by outward 
and inward Inſtruction. 


By his ontward Inſtruction he was to teach 
theſe things from the. firſt Beginning of his 
Church, by the Preachings and Writings of 
his Servants the Prophets; afterwards in his 
own divine Perſon; and laſtly by his Apollles 
and Evangeliſts, and their Preaching and 


Writings, to the End of the World. 
By 


{73 ] 

By his inward Inſtruction he was to infuſe 
into the Souls of his Prophets, Apoſtles and 
| Evangeliſts, an unerring Knowledge of all 
the ſublime and myſterious Doctrines of his 
# Church ; was to lead them into all Truths 
| neceſſary to be known in the Times they 
lived; and to enable them to make known 
| the whole, Counſel of God with Regard to 
| the Salvation of it. 


2. He was to enlighten the Eye of the Un- 
derſtanding, and to ſtrengthen the other 
Powers of the Souls of all the other Mem- 
bers of his Church, in all the aforeſaid Pe- 
| riods of Time, to enable them to gain a true 
# Knowledge of the aforeſaid ſaving Doctrines, 
in order to ſaving Faith and Practice. 


| Theſe things are ſo well known in the 
Kingdom of our Lord, that I do not think 
it neceſſary, at this Time, to attempt to prove 
them. 


| Since then our Lord was appointed to do 
ſo great and wonderful things by the pro- 
| phetical Office of the Meſſiah, for the Sal- 
| vation of the Church of God: And fince it 
s God alone who can do theſe things : Since 
it is he only who can inſpire into the Souls 
| of Men ſuch marvellous Knowledge as this : 
Can enlighten the Eyes of the Underſtand- 
ing of fallen Sinners, whoſe ſpiritual Sight 
is extinguiſhed as to the Power of knowing 


ſaving 


(a1 


faving Truths, from hence appears the Ne. 
ceffity of his being God for the ſucceſoful 
Diſcharge of this Office, | 


And no leſs evident is the Neceſſity of his 
being Man for this Purpoſe.—The Conf. 
quence of his ſpeaking to his Church, before 
his Incarnation, from the excellent Glory, i; 
well known, vigz. the inſupportable Terror 
and Amazement it cauſed in the Minds of 
thoſe who heard him. For that it was he 
who ſpoke from this Glory hath been (uf. 
ficiently proved by many Men famous in 
their Generation. And that his ſpeaking in 
this Manner would have had the fame Effect 
in all Ages of the World afterwards, will 
appear to any one who knows or duly con- 
ſiders the great Frailty and Sinfulneſs of fal- 
len Man, and the infinite Purity and Majeſty 
of the all-glorious God. To prevent there- 


fore the Impediment of the Succeſs of this 


Part of the Office of the Meſſiah, which the 
Lord Jeſus was to execute for the Salvation 
of Believers, it was neceſſary that he ſhould 
teach in a Way ſuitable to their frail State 
and Condition, vi. in our Fleſh or Nature. 


That he ſhould do this, was foretold by the 


Spirit of God in the Old Teſfament, many 
Ages before his Appearance in the World, 
particularly by the Prophets I/aiab and Mi- 
cab. The firit of which expreſsly forciold, 
'Fhat this Emanuel, this mighty God, this 


Prince 


two co 
his Int 


Byt 
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Prince of Peace, this everlaſting Father, 
| hould be born of a Virgin k. The other, 
that he ſhould be born in Bethlehem, in the 
Land of Judah +. If any Chriſtian doubt 
of theſe Prophecies being fulfilled in Jeſus, 
W the Evangeliſts St. Matthew ꝙ and St. ohn 
both aſſure him that they were. 


2. The Neceffity of our Lord's being God 
and Man for the ſucceſsful Diſcharge of the 
Preſtly Part of the Office of the Meſſiah, 
wil alſo appear from a brief View of the 
two conſtituent Parts of it, his Sacrifice and 
his Interceſſion. 


By the firſt of theſe he was appointed by 
God to purchaſe for Believers in him, a De- 
lverance from the Power and Puniſhment of 
din, and the Gift of eternal Life. By the 
cond he was to intercede for the Applica- 
ton of theſe Benefits to them. 


Now for the Succeſs of his Sacrifice, it 
was neceflary that he ſhould be Man, that 
be might be capable of ſuffering and dying 
In the Stead of offending Man, to ſatisfy the 
dine Juſtice, and to obtain theſe Bleſſings | 
for him. This is evident from Heb. ix. 22. 
viere we are told, That without ſhedding 
of Blood there is no Remiſſion of Sins. It 

A) it : was 
| * Tai. vii. 19. + Micah v. 2. 4 Matt ii. 
5 b. John i. 2, 6. | 


16 
was alſo neceſſary that he ſhould be Man, 
that the ſame Nature which had ſinned might 
ſuffer and ſatisfy for Sin. But that there 


might be a ſufficient Worth, Merit, and 
Dignity in his Sufferings, it was neceſſary, 


upon Chriſtian Principles, that he ſhould he | 


God. This appears from Heb: x. 4. where 
we are told, 'That it is not poſſible that the 
Blood of Bulls or of Goats ſhould take away 
Sins. What is the Reaſon of this Impoſſ. 
bility ? Is it not becauſe that there was not 
ſuch intrinfick Worth, Dignity, and Merit, in 
thefe ſacrificed Animals, though inſtituted 

by God himſelf, as to ſatisfy his offended 

Juſtice for the Sins of the Offerers? And if 
ſo, may we not by Parity of | Reaſon infer, 

that if the Sacrifice of the Meſſiah had been 
that of a Creature, he could not, on Ac- 
count of the aborementianed Want of the 
Merit of it, have made Satisfaction to the 
| Juſtice of God for the Sins of the believing 
World, and have purchaſed all other Blel- 
ſings of the new Covenant by it, and which 
we are aſſured from the Word of God he 
did? fince all the Obedience or Suffering 
of a Creature are only a Debt due from the 
Creature to the Creator. 


2. With Regard to the Interceſſion of ou 
Lord, which he is appointed to exerciſe by 
the Prieſtly Office of the Meſſiah, it is ne- 
_ ceffary that he ſhould be God for the vuc- 
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ceſs of it: That he may know what Prayers 
| are duly qualified to offer up to his Heavenly 

Father for Acceptance, and what are not: 
What Obedience is fit to be interceded for ac- 
cording to the Divine Will, and what is not : 
Since it is God alone who knows theſe things, 
it is alſo neceſſary that he ſhould be Man for 

the ducceſs of this Interceſſion. This appears, 
| to omit many others, from the following 
Texts of Scripture—There is one Mediator 
between God and Man, the Man Jeſus Chri/t, 
Tim. ii. 5. This Man, after be had offered 
ee Sacrifice for Sin, for ever ſat down on 
the Right-Hand of God, Heb. x. 12.—By 
the firſt of theſe Texts, it appears that he 
was to mediate between God and Man, by 
the Divine Will, as Man ; not only in the 
propitiatoty, but in the interceſſional Way: 
Since it 48 well known that he mediates both 
theſe Ways for Man with God: And there- 
fore it is neceſſary that he ſhould be Man for 
this Purpoſe. The ſame thing is evident 
| from the ſecond Text. For it was the ſame 
human Nature that was facrificed, which af- 
| terwards aſcended into Heaven, and ſat down 

on the Right-Hand of God. The End of 
which was to intercede with him, as we read 


Heb. ix. 24. 


3. As to the Neceſſity of our Lord's be- 
ing God for the ſucceſsful Diſcharge of the 
| Kingly Office of the Meſſiah ; this may be 
? | E manifeſtly 


(48 j] 
manifeſtly proved from the Nature of his 
Kingdom, Subjects, Laws, and Goverq. 
rn ion erode ade 


. 


This Kingdom is Well Known to be not a 


Men; dignified, by outward Splendour, 
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« Arms, affording the outward Bleſſings of 
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over great Part of ,the Earth, and hereafter 
to be extended over. the Whole of it.— The 
Rewards alſo of this Kingdom are noble and 
glorious: Pardon of Sin, Divine Grace, Joy 
and Peace of Conſcience in this World, and 
eternal Happineſs in the next. This is the 
Nature of the Kingdom of the Mefſiah. 
And who but God alone is capable of govern- 
ing it: Of weilding the Sceptre of ſo mighty 
and unbounded a Kingdom as this? Who 
but he alone hath a perfect View and Know- 
ledge of all the ſecret Thoughts, Purpoſcs 
and Deſires of Men, which is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the Government of them, accord- 
ing to the Rules of infinite and invariable ſuſ- 


tice? Who but he alone can turn and ovc- | 


rule them as the wiſe, holy, juſt, and good 
Ends ef his Government require?—Can bend 
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their ſtubborn Wills to chooſe the Good and 
refuſe the Evil? Can protect and defend 
the Subjects of this vaſt and extenſive King- 
dom from the Power and furious Aſſaults, 


and Violence of its numerous Enemies, and 


make thera more than Conquerors of them? 
Can diſtribute the exceeding great Rewards 
and Punifhments which they are to receive 


| when this Kingdom ſhall have an End? Can 
| raiſe the Bodies of the righteous and finful 
| D:ad ? Can cloath them either with everlaſt- 


ing Glory, or everlaſting Shame and Con- 
fuſion f, 


* 


2. As it was neceſſary that our Lord ſhould 
| be God, for the ſucceſsful Diſcharge of the 
| Kingly Office of the Meffiah, for the Salva- 


tion of the ; believing World; ſo was it alſo 


chat he ſhould be Man 1 That he might 0 
vern the Kingdom given him by his Father 


according to his heavenly Decree, By this, 


| 23 Man, he was to publiſh the Laws of this 


Kingdom: Was to ſet the Subjects thereof a 


| {lining Example of Obedience, and enforce 
| the Practice of it in his own Perſon : Was to 


ſubdue and triumph over all the Enemies of 


| it: Particularly, when he was on the Croſs 


when he aroſę from the Dead, aſcended into 
Heaven, and fat down on the Right-Hand 


| of God; and by this Decree, as Man as well 


as God, he is finally to deliver it up to the 


Father at the End of it.— 80 that had he 


2 not 


161 


not been Man, he could not have effected 
Man's Salvation in the yo appointed by 
God, 


Thus Roc > ow of the Nature of that | 
Salvation which the Lord Jeſus was to pu- 
chaſe and effect for the believing World, it 
appears, upon de ee that i 
Was neger. | 


1. That bo ſhould « ect — * Office of 
the Meſſiah for that Purpoſe. 


2. That he ſhould be God and Man for 
the ſucceſsful Diſcharge of this Office, how 
much ſoever this is denied by the unbelieving 
Part of the World. By many of theſe Men 
great Offence is taken at his mean State and 
Condition in the World —at his taking upon 
himſelf the Form of a Servant, and his living 
and dying therein,—This is to them, as t 
was to the Greeks of old, Fooliſhneſs, and 
to the Jews a Stumbling-Block and Rock of 
Offence.— To remove this out of the Way 
of every ſincere Chriſtian, let it be conſidered 
that. this low Eſtate' and Condition of Life 
which our Lord freely choſe,” was expedient 
or neceſſary, for ſeveral weighty and impor- 
tant Reaſons : 


Fon the Geh and ſtronge 
Proof of his divine Miſſion. Had he bee 
te deep 
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« deeply inſtructed in the Learning and Phi- 
« loſophy: of Greece or Rome; or, as St. 
| © Paul was, taught according to the perfect 
« Manner of the Law—the Excellency of 
his Doctrine might in a great Meaſure been 
« aſcribed to human Sagacity and Acquire- 
ments: And conſequently the great Per- 
© fection of his Morality the marvellous 
Strength and Force of his Reaſoning—his 
confounding the Learning and Wiſdom 
« of the Jewiſh Doctors would not have 
« cauſed that Attention to him which we 
find it did The Enemies of the Chriſtian 
Faith would have been apt to ſay, That, 
though he ſaid many great and good things, 
* yet Socrates, Plato, and Cicero, and other 
great and learned Heathens, have done 
* the fame, and that therefore no greater 
* Regard ought to be paid to him than to 
them on that Account. But ſince he hath 
| * brought to light many things which all 
che Wiſdom and Learning of the Heathen 
World could never diſcover—Since he 
| © ſpoke as never Man ſpoke, and that with- 
* out any Advantage of Initruction in hu- 
* man Learning :”— This is a ſtrong Proof 
| of the Divinity of his Religion, that he was 
| taught and commiſſioned by Almighty God. 


| 2. The Expediency of our Lord's mean 
and ſuffering State of Life which he freely 

| Choſe, will farther appear, if we conſider the 
| | ſpiritual 


22 

ſpiritual Uſe and Benefit of it to his Church. 
As it gave him an Opportunity of recom. 
mending and enforcing ſome of the moſt 
difficult Duties of his holy Religion, by his 
own bleſſed Example As Contentment in 


Poverty and Want—Refignation to the di- 


 Aﬀic- 
tions, and rejoicing in them: Which he could 
not Have done if he had lived and died in a 
proſperous State, | 


vine Will in ther greateſt and deepeſt 


3. The Neceſſity of our Lord's dying a 
Sacrifice for Sin in the Way appointed by 
his heavenly Father, is a farther, Proof of 
that of his mean State and Condition in the 
World, —That'he might do this, it was not 
only neceſſary that he ſhould freely offer 
himſelf to death for this Purpoſe, which he 
certainly did, but alfo that he ſhould ſuffer 
by fome earthly King or Governor; God's 
Vice-gerent, to whom he had committed the 


Power and Authority of ſhedding Man's 


Blood; that he might ſuffer in a legal Way, 


or according to the Will of God: And 
therefore we read, As xxi. 23. That it was 
by the determinate Counſel of God that be 
{ſhould be taken by the Few?fh People and 
Rulers, and by them be flain. Which he 


was, by their apprehending and delivering 
him to Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor, 
and by their being inſtant with loud Voices 
to have him gracified at the Time of ther 

| Paſſover, 
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Paſlover, which they would not have done, 
| if our Lord had been a Perſon of great 
Riches, Honour and Authority ; as they at 
| that Time expected an earthly King to rule 
| over them, and to deliver them from the 
Roman Power. And if fo, he would not 
have ſuffered by the abovementioned Gover- 
nor, who was very defirous to relcaſe him, 
| and gave him up to Death only for Fear. of 
offending Tiberius Ceſar, the Roman Em- 
peror, through an Accuſation from the Jes, 
for not cutting off a Perſon who claimed a 
kingly Subjection from them, in Oppoſition, 
| they thought, to him. 


4. This 85 State and Condition of Life 
of our Lord was neceſſary for him, that he 
| might thereby fulfil the Prophecies in the 
| Ol Tejlament relating to the Meſſiah, and 


| that the e from Prophecy wight 
| not fail. 


Haying treſpaſſed ſo long on your Patience 
| in the Doctrinal Way, I muſt be brief 1 in my 
[ r 


0 Then i 18 1. the Meſſiah, God and 
| Man, and is it neceſſary that he ſhould be 
| io, for the purchaſing and effecking the Sal- 
vation of the believing World ? Hence learn 
how groſsly ignorant thoſe Perſons are of the 
Nature of "hs Salvation, who diſbelieve this 

important 
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important Ai ticle of the Chriſtian Faith, 
That there are ſuch Perſons as theſe we fre. 
quently hear. by Report, and too often by 
Converſation with them. But let us not he 
afraid, my Brethren, of endeavouring tg 
prove and convince them, that they do 
greatly err, not knowing the Scripture, nor 
the ſacred Myſteries thereof. Let us ſtrive 
earneſtly to ſhew the Inconſiſtency of the 
Principles of Ariaus, Socinians, and all others 
of the ſame Way of thinking, with thoſe of 
the holy Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus. —The 
Abſurdity of believing that he who is the 
Saviour of the World, in the proper and 
extenſive Signification of the Word, is a 
Creature, when ſo many Divine Perfections 
are required and abſolutely neceſſary tor ſuch 
a Saviour. 
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2, Is the Divinity of Jeſus Chriſt ſo much 
diſbelieved and denied ? Is the Nature of his 
Salvation ſo little underſtood by ſome, and 
ſo wholly unknown to others? Does it not 
then become us whom he hath appointed 
to publiſh the glad Tidings of it in all it 
Branches — to difcourſe Daily on ſuch Sub- 
jects to our ſeveral Congregations, as explain 
the Nature thereof: And ſuch as, when well 
underſtood, may excite thoſe who are ig- 
norant of it to endeavour to learn and em- 
brace it — On the univerſal Corruption of 
human Nature by the Fall, and its dread 


Tas 
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pfedts and Conſequences — and the miſer- 
able State of ſuch unregenerate Perſons as live 
ind die in a State of wilful and preſumptuous 
Iniquity=T'o preach to them the marvellous 
Lore of Chriſt, his Willingneſs and Migh- 
tineſs/to ſave all thoſe who truſt in him, and 
fee to God for Deliverance by him from this 
ad State—What he hath done, and will do 
in all Ages of the World, for this bleſſed 
Purpoſe — The comfortable Doctrine of his 
Satisfaction for their paſt Tranſgreſſions, on 
their fincere Repentance and Faith in bim, 
thow heinous, how provoking, or how Tong 
ſoerer continued in To repreſent him bleed- 
ling and dying on the Croſs to make tis Sa- 
lticfaction, and to obtain this Deliverance. 
His facred Arms there widely extended, to 
ew them that he is deſirous to embrace 
them with the Arms of his Mercy and Fa- 
pour, and to give them the Bleſſings of eter- 
pal life To preach to them the gracious and 
omfortable Promiſe of his Spirit, and what 
pe does in the bleſſed Work of Salvation, 
His opening, improving, and bringing to 
Tafection thoſe Sceds of Grace which were 


10- en in them when they were regenerated 
ain him: Of Iljumination, SanRification, and 
ell Wi flurance : So that from being Infants he 
ig- ing them to the Fulneſs of the Meaſure 
m- l the Stature of Chriſt? Is it not, I ſay, 


po Duty of us who ſpeak in our Lord's 
me, trom the Conſideration of the im- 
. 1 perfect 


1261 
rfect Notions of ſome concerning the Nu. 
ture of his Redemption, and the total ly. 
norance of others, to preach theſe and ſuch 
like evangelical Doctrines relating to it: And 
not confine ourſelves to Subjects on meer 
Morality the greateſt Part of the Year, e. 
cept the ſolemn Parts of it, when we com. 
memorate the ineſtimable Bleſſings of hi 
Birth, Death, Reſurre&tion, and Aſcenſion? 
Does it not become us to fotlow. the Advice 
and Direction of our Right Reverend Dio. 
ceſan *. in His Jaſt Charge to us, vis. Of 
preaching upon ſuch Subjects as theſe, that 
we, may not, as he therein told us, force 
thoſe few ſpiritual Perſons in our feveral 
Pariſhes to go into the Fieids for Inſtruction 
in theſe important Points. 


3. Does it not follow, from the Conf. 
deration juſt now mentioned, that it is the 
Duty of us who are Preachers of our Lodi 
Salvation, Daily to exhort our Hearers to 
endeavour to obtain it in the Way, and on 
the Terms which he hath promiſed to grant 
it—To ſcek to obtain the great Bleſſings dl 
this Salvation, Forgiveneſs of Sin, and ti 
Giit of eternal Life, from God only, for tit 
Sake of the active and paſſive Righteouinel 
of our Lord, through Divine Mercy imputcd 
to them, as the meritorious Cauſe of them 
To exhort them to ſeck for the Knowledge 
ö 


* The preſent Lord Biſhop of Lincoln. 
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of it by frequently and attentively reading the 
holy Scriptures, and hearing them expounded 
in the Houſe of God To ſeek for the Grace 
of this Salvation by conſtant Prayer, in pri- 
vate and publick—By receiving the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, and ſanctifying the 
Lord's Day for theſe bleſſed Exerciſes. If we 
thus continue preaching and exhorting, being 
inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, we muſt 
expect that the ignorant, voluptuous, ſelf- 
ſufficient, and prophane Part of our Flocks 
will deride, inſult, and perſecute us for 0 
doing: But let none of theſe things trouble 
us, rather let us rejoice that we are counted 
worthy to ſuffer for the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus, who hath appointed that through 
many Trials and Tribulations we muſt en- 
ter into the Kingdom of Heaven. | 
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